Background note: 12th UN Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice, 12-19 April, 2010.
The Twelfth United Nations Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice will be in held in Salvador, Brazil from 12-19 April 2010. The theme for the Congress will be "Comprehensive strategies for global challenges: crime prevention and criminal justice systems and their development in a changing world". This year’s Congress also marks the 55th anniversary of UN Congresses on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice.

Crime Congresses have been held every five years since 1955 in different parts of the world and have contributed to shaping international and domestic policies and promoting novel thinking and approaches to complex issues at the heart of one of the key institutions of the modern state: the criminal justice system.

There are 8 substantive items on the agenda:

1. Children, youth and crime.

2. Provision of technical assistance to facilitate the ratification and   implementation of the international instruments related to the prevention and suppression of terrorism.

3. Making the United Nations guidelines on crime prevention work.

4. Criminal justice responses to the smuggling of migrants and trafficking in persons: links to transnational organized crime.

5. International cooperation to address money laundering based on existing and relevant United Nations and other instruments.

6. Recent developments in the use of science and technology by offenders and by competent authorities in fighting crime, including the case of cybercrime.

7. Strengthening international cooperation in fighting crime related problems: practical approaches.

8. Crime prevention and criminal justice responses to violence against migrants, migrant workers and their families.

The following 5 workshops will also take place during the Congress:

Workshop 1. International criminal justice education for the rule of law 

Workshop 2. Survey of United Nations and other best practices in the treatment of prisoners in the criminal justice system 

Workshop 3. Practical approaches to preventing urban crime

Workshop 4. Links between drug trafficking and other forms of organized crime: international coordinated response

Workshop 5. Strategies and best practices against overcrowding in correctional facilities

Following detailed discussions, the participants will present proposals for action along three principal avenues by:

· Establishing firmly the criminal justice system as a central pillar in the rule-of-law architecture; 

· Highlighting the pivotal role of the criminal justice system in development; 

· Emphasizing the need for a holistic approach to criminal justice system reform to strengthen the capacity of criminal justice systems in dealing with crime 

A high-level segment will be held during the last three days of the Congress.

Four regional preparatory meetings have been held (in Latin America and the Caribbean, West Asia, Asia and the Pacific and Africa), providing a platform from which to discuss the issues that will be raised at the Twelfth Congress from a regional perspective. 

Information material to be available:

Among other public information products, a press kit is currently under preparation for the Congress. The Press Kit (*in English, French, Spanish and Portuguese) will include

· 8 Factsheets covering the substantive items of the Congress Agenda
· 1 Q&A fact sheet covering basic facts about the Congress

· A4 book versions of the special exhibit covering the last 11 congresses

· 1 brochure on the congress (to include a draft agenda, info for journalists - tentative)

· The official agenda of the Congress

Please forward all media queries to Jaya MOHAN at jaya.mohan@unvienna.org. More information is available at www.unis.unvienna.org, or www.unodc.org
